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Pastor’s Message
Make the Most of Every Moment

Greetings,

One of the most precious gifts God has entrusted to us

is time. Unlike wealth or possessions, once time passes, it
cannot be regained. That is why the Apostle Paul exhorts
us: “See then that you walk circumspectly, not as fools
but as wise, redeeming the time, because the days are
evil” (Ephesians 5:15-16).

To “redeem the time” means to use every moment with
purpose—living with eternity in view. We are called to
invest our days not in pursuits that fade, but in what
glorifies God and blesses others. Moses prayed, “Teach
us to number our days, that we may apply our hearts unto
wisdom” (Psalm 90:12). This is a gentle reminder that
life is fleeting, and wisdom comes when we recognize the
brevity of our days.

So how should we spend our time?

¢ In devotion: daily prayer and Scripture anchor us
in God’s will.

e With loved ones and friends: investing in
relationships strengthens families, deepens
friendships, and builds bonds that reflect Christ’s
love.

e In service: acts of love and kindness make
eternal impact.

e In witness: sharing the gospel redeems moments
for Christ’s kingdom.

¢ In building a legacy: pouring into the next
generation through example, mentorship, and
faith ensures that our influence outlives us and
points others to God.

I encourage you to take time to call or visit a loved one,
pray with your family, or encourage someone younger in
the faith. Small, intentional acts can leave eternal
imprints.

May we each be mindful stewards of our time, making
the most of every opportunity God gives us. Let us live
not just for the moment, but for the Master.

Grace and peace,
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Rev. Pernell J. Johnson
Pastor

?L'(’ Congratulations Pastor Johnson!

On Sunday August 24, Rev. Pernell J. Johnson was
installed as President of the Baptist Ministers Conference
of Richmond and Vicinity. The congregation of FBCM is
delighted that Pastor Johnson received this distinguished
two-year appointment. The Baptist Ministers Conference
is for members of clergy from Richmond and surrounding
counties.




Church Anniversary Celebration

During the morning worship service on Sunday February 2,
First Baptist Church of Midlothian celebrated its 179th
Anniversary. The theme for this anniversary service was “To
God be The Glory” and the scripture for the day was Psalm
126:3: “The Lord has done great things for us and we are
filled with joy.”

The guest preacher was Rev. Terrell W. Glenn, Pastor of

Guildfield Baptist Church, Midlothian, VA. Rev. Glenn’s ks A A |
spirit-filled sermon topic was entitled “Who Can I Run To” Rev.. Gl?"” and FBC.

Rev. Glenn based on the scripture Psalm 3: 1-8. For this special service, Historian Audrey M.
Mr. Adolpho Green served as Worship Leader. Ross

Observing Black History Month 2025

The 2025 Black History Month theme, “African Americans and Labor,” examined S
“entrepreneurship in the Black communities that provided avenues for economic autonomy and  [HsS &
resilience.” G

During the month of February, the FBCM History Committee shared fascinating historical facts
about our church members present and past who contributed tremendously to the church and
community. The History of First Baptist Church of Midlothian and the 2025 Black History
Theme were presented by FBCM Historian Audrey M. Ross.

The following members of the church were highlighted during worship services by FBCM

members:

Deaconess Dorothy Deacon Charles A. Mrs. Dorothy Viney Mr. Cornelius Mr. Levi O.
Brown Lee Hicks, Sr. Turner Mimms Johnson
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Presented by Veronica Etheridge and Xavian Presented by Presented by
Bagley Deaconess Sonia Mr. Recardo Kendrick
Davenport)



https://asalh.org/black-history-themes/

March

Celebrating Women’s History Month

The Women’s Ministry of FBCM observed Women’s History Month during the month of March. The national theme
of Women's History Month for 2025 was “Moving Forward Together! Women Educating & Inspiring Generations”
This theme celebrates the powerful influence of women who have dedicated their lives to education, mentoring and
leadership. This year, each Sunday in March, African American women who made major contributions in music were
highlighted. The following individuals presented women whose music have made major influences on society:
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Leontyne Price Roberta Flack Missy Elliott

Presented by First Presented by Presented by Presented by
Lady Lisa Johnson Mrs. Barbara Harris Dr. Lauranett Lee Ms. Jennifer Jones

About the Bible Anagram

Translate the phrases to find the names of books of

the Bible.
https://www.scribd.com/presentation/470107573/BIBLE-ANAGRAMS

Retain Love

Burns Me

Sine Phase

Eh! I'm a hen

Wet Math

Evil is Cut

A Shoe

One More Duty

Cats
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0. Last Again




Faith and Fellowship Community Day

On Saturday, April 26, FBCM Women’s Ministry hosted the first FBCM Faith and Fellowship Community Day at the
James M. Holland Recreation Center at Beulah. This phenomenal event featured community resources and services,
vendors, fun filled performances and distinguished speakers.

The day provided many exciting opportunities for the county residents. The Honorable James M. Holland, Dale District
Supervisor, offered greetings and gave remarks on behalf of Chesterfield County. Community participants had a unique
chance to obtain health, financial and public service-related information from more than 20 organizations. Throughout
the day, energetic and interactive entertainment was provided for all ages - performances by the Break It Down line
dancers and the 40+ Double-Dutch Richmond Subgroup as well as face painting.
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Seniors Give Back to the Community

Understanding the need for assistance in the community, the Seniors
Ministry collected baby and toddler items, toiletries and clothing for
men and women during the month of April. The abundance of items
received were donated to Mercy Mall, a ministry in Chesterfield County
dedicated to serving families in crisis who are working toward home and
life stability. This special project was organized by Mrs. Rosemary
Morton. Along with managing the donations, Mrs. Morton also arranged
for staff from Mercy Mall to talk with the seniors about their services
during the April meeting.




Honoring All Who Served

T,

RS é -+ & On Sunday, May 25 FBCM celebrated Memorial Day
S % T during the 11:00 AM service. This worship service

umnm nl' honoring FBCM veterans was organized by the veterans =
. REMEMBER AND HOMNCR ‘ who served throughout the morning service. The message B
for the day was delivered by Mr. Donald Rainey, Sr. :
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Celebrating 18 Years of Pastor and People

During the morning service on Sunday, June 1,
FBCM celebrated the 18" Anniversary of
Pastor Pernell Johnson. This year’s theme was
“Still Standing, Still Serving” inspired by 1
Corinthians 15:58. For this special occasion,
Bishop Kevin Graham, an instructor at VCU in
the Department of Patient Counseling and
Chaplain for the Treatment Center for Children
and Transitional Care Unit at VCU Health, was
the guest preacher.

Celebrating

18 yea*r S An anniversary luncheon followed the service
in the fellowship hall.

12 Habits of Super-Healthy People

https://www.webmd.com/

1/12 - Have Breakfast 7/12 - Don't Smoke

2/12 - Plan Your Meals 8/12 - Sleep Well

3/12 - Drink Plenty of Water 9/12 - Train Your Muscles
4/12 - Take an Exercise Break  10/12 - Head Outdoors
5/12 - Go Offline 11/12 - Keep Your Balance
6/12 - Learn Something New 12/12 - Be Mindful



https://www.webmd.com/

Historical Outing

On Thursday, June 5, an organized group of FBCM members and friends visited Richmond Hill, a historical urban
retreat center located in Richmond’s Church Hill community. The tour of the center and the historic slave dwellings
was led by Dr. Lauranett Lee, Historian. In addition to the tour, the group was invited to participate in their noon day
prayer followed by lunch.

Celebrating Women’s Day 2025

The Women’s Ministry celebrated Women’s Day with
two spirit-filled days of activities under the theme
“Women of God Loving the Things God Loves!” On
Saturday, June 28 the ministry hosted a Pre-Women’s
Day event, “Love & Paint” followed by a dynamic
worship service on Sunday, June 29.

About 20 FBCM women and friends gathered on
Saturday morning to paint and create beautiful canvases
of “Afro Queens.” The event allowed the women to
explore their creativity through painting and to enjoy
fellowshipping with one another.

On Sunday morning the Women’s Day guest preacher
was Rev. Patricia Ellis, Associate Minister of Mt. Olive
Baptist Church, Glen Allen, VA, and Ms. Amoy
McDonald served as worship leader. The service included
an inspirational mime performance by Deacon James
Austin.

Annually, FBCM ladies are recognized on Women’s
Day. This year they included Ms. Beverly Wolf, Mrs.
Pamila Tabb, Ms. Annie Smith, and Ms. Andrea Martin
Williams.




Celeprating

Youth Recognition Sunda

The Youth and Young Adult Ministry recognized FBCM youth and young adults for
their notable accomplishments during the 2024-25 school year on June 8. Rev. Quincy
Sykes was the guest preacher for the day.
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On May 22, 2025, Selena Scott
graduated from James River
High School. She is attending
the College of William and Mary
studying business and theatre.
Salena is the granddaughter of
Deacon Frank Davenport and
Deaconess Sonia Davenport.
They are proud of her knowing
that she has an exciting future
ahead. Congratulations Selena!

Jacobs Hicks graduated
from Midlothian High
School on May 23, 2025 in
a ceremony held at Virginia
Commonwealth University.
This school year he is
attending Brightpoint
Community College. Jacob
is the son of Trustee Alvin
Hicks and the late Tanja
Brown Hicks as well as the
grandson of Deacon
Emeritus Charles Hicks, Sr.
Congratulations Jacob!




Special Day’s at FBCM

Easter Service — Easter is always a joyful time at First Baptist. One marked by families gathering for morning
worship, special and traditional meals, and everyone glowing in their “Sunday Best.”

Mother’s Day — While Mother’s Day is secular holiday, churches across the country are full as members gather to
honor mothers, grandmothers, and others who have impacted their lives. Here are photos of families who gathered at
First Baptist this year. The Youth of First Baptist honored our mothers with a reception following morning worship.
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Honors and Recognition

Community Service

In honor of Black History Month and
Juneteenth, Mrs. Rosemary Morton created
informative displays to share a variety of
materials related to Black history. Mrs.
Morton, a collector of African American
information and artifacts, exhibited her items
at the Lifelong Learning Institute in February
and June.

School Mentoring @

Each year, the MEGA Mentors program of Chesterfield County recognizes Coordinators,
Liaisons and Mentors for their outstanding contributions to the MEGA Mentors program. ni-o rS

For the 2024-2025 school year, the program recognized 2 FBCM Members.

MENTORS EXPRECTING GREATEN ATHIEVEUWEN]

e Deacon Anderson Edlow was honored as the high school Mentor of the Year. Deacon Edlow mentors at
Meadowbrook High School

e Ms. Delores Taylor was honored as the middle school Liaison of the Year. Ms. Taylor mentors at Falling
Creek Middle School.




|
First Baptist Church of Midlothian

Follow us on Social Media

Twitter, Facebook, and Instagram 13800 Westfield Road

Midlothian, VA 23113

‘,Qj Phone: 804-794-5583
fbcm1846 fbcm1846 fbcm1846

Email: fbcmidlo@gmail.com

Check out our updated website at: https://fbcm1846.org/
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\ aheod Mark your calendar and watch your mail box........

Save The Date - 180" Church Anniversary Look out for the Next Newsletter
First Baptist Church of Midlothian will celebrate its 180" | Among the events to be covered are Homecoming,
Church Anniversary on Sunday, February 1, 2026. In Revival, Vacation Bible School, School Supply Give-
addition to the tremendous Sunday service planned, Away, and the New Shoes for Back-to-School Drive.
another special weekend event will take place, so stay
tuned for more to come. Mark the weekend of Friday, If you or your ministry would like to have an
January 30 through Sunday, February 1, 2026, on your announcement, recognition, or event shared in the next or
calendar so that you can celebrate this milestone future newsletters please forward the information to Mrs.
anniversary with us! Delores Taylor at deloresttaylor@gmail.com.

Did you know?

Fun facts about the human body

From: https://www.natgeokids.com, https://www.webmd.com, and https://www.penguin.co.uk

Your brain is sometimes more active when you’re asleep than when you’re awake.
Bodies give off a tiny amount of light that’s too weak for the eye to see.

Babies don’t shed tears until they’re at least one month old.

The human heart beats more than three billion times in an average lifespan.

Your left lung is about 10 percent smaller than your right one.

Human teeth are just as strong as shark teeth.

Scientists estimate that the nose can recognize a trillion different scents!

Humans are the only species known to blush.

Your blood makes up about eight percent of your body weight.

10 Earwax is actually a type of sweat!

11. You are about 1cm taller in the morning when you first get up than when you go to bed
12. About 70% of the dust in your home is human skin cells.
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https://fbcm1846.org/
https://www.natgeokids.com/
https://www.webmd.com/
https://www.penguin.co.uk/
http://twitter.com/
http://www.facebook.com/
http://instagram.com/

Make Time the Gift It Is
S.C. Lourie of Butterflies and Pebbles

Go into this week
with the attitude that
your peace,
your health of mind,
and your heart
mean more than
getting everything else done.
That your smile matters,
That feeling rested matters.
That holding the hand
of your loved ones matter.
So pause lots,
function at a pace
that doesn’t pull you apart.
Honor the things that
make you feel good inside,
the things that make you feel alive.
Give time to those things this week.
Make time the gift it is,

by giving it to what really matters to you.

Ecclesiastes 3
Everything Has Its Time

To everything there is a season,
A time for every purpose under heaven:
2 A time wto be born,

And a time to die;

A time to plant,

And a time to pluck what is planted,
3 A time to kill,

And a time to heal;

A time to break down,

And a time to build up;

4 A time to weep,

And a time to laugh;

A time to mourn,

And a time to dance;

5 A time to cast away stones,
And a time to gather stones;

A time to embrace,

And a time to refrain from embracing;
6 A time to gain,

And a time to lose;

A time to keep,

And a time to throw away;

7 A time to tear,

And a time to sew;

A time to keep silence,

And a time to speak;

8 A time to love,

And a time to hate;

A time of war,

And a time of peace.
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https://www.facebook.com/sc.louriesbutterfliesandpebbles/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ecclesiastes%203&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-17362a

