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Beloved in Christ, 
 

I pondered over what my remarks would be for this 

season. I thought about some conversations I have had 

and those I have heard, either on television or overheard, 

in the last several months.  The one thing that kept 

coming to mind is that we need to stay encouraged. 

Therefore, I want to say to each of you, be encouraged 

today—regardless of the storms we face —by the 

promise in Isaiah 41:10: “Fear not, for I am with you; be 

not dismayed, for I am your God; I will strengthen you, I 

will help you, I will uphold you with my righteous right 

hand.” 

  

As Vice President Kamala Harris writes in The Truths 

We Hold, “Democracy just cannot flourish amid 

fear,” reminding us that courage fuels hope in uncertain 

times. And as Dietrich Bonhoeffer taught in Life 

Together, Christian community is more than a 

gathering—it is the very fabric through which Christ’s 

presence is made tangible. 

  

Therefore, let each of us go forth prepared, with a kind 

word, a listening ear, a prayer and ready to uplift every 

soul we meet. We must never forget: our greatest strength 

lies in the body of Christ united, supporting one another 

in love through every season. 

  

I leave you with this benediction, found in Numbers 6:24-

26 (KJV): The Lord bless thee, and keep thee:  25 The 

Lord make is his face shine upon thee and be gracious 

unto thee: 26 The Lord lift up his countenance upon thee, 

and give thee peace. 
 

Yours in Christ, 
 

P.J. Johnson 
 

Pastor P.J. Johnson  
 

 
 

Calendar Dates 

O 
12 – Clergy Appreciation Day 

13 – Columbus Day/Indigenous Peoples’ Day (Monday) 
 

 Cancer Awareness Month 

 Clergy Appreciation Month 

 Domestic Violence Awareness Month 

N 
4 – Election Day 

11-13 BGC Virtual Children’s and Youth Revival 

11 – Veterans Day (Tuesday) 

27 – Thanksgiving Day (Thursday) 

30 – First Sunday of Advent  

30 – Sunday School Union 5th Sunday Fellowship 
 

 Diabetes Awareness Month 

D 
7, 14, 21 – Advent Sundays 

19 – BGC Virtual Youth Ministry Lock-In 

25 – Christmas Day (Thursday) 

  

 

Follow Us on Social Media 
Twitter, Facebook, and Instagram 

 
 

 
fbcm1846 

 
fbcm1846 

 
fbcm1846 

 

Check out our updated website at: 

https://fbcm1846.org/ 
 

 

First Baptist Church of Midlothian 
P O Box 51 

13800 Westfield Road 

Midlothian, VA  23113 

Phone:  804-794-5583 

Email:  fbcmidlo@gmail.com 

 

 

Join Us for Worship and 

Religious Study 
 

 

Sunday School – 9:45 AM 

 

Sunday Worship Service – 11 AM 

 

Bible Study – Wednesday, 7 PM via Zoom 

Meeting ID: 826 0194 1303 

Passcode: 13800 
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July 
 

Coming Together for Homecoming and Revival 2025 
 

On Sunday, July 20, FBCM celebrated Homecoming 2025 during the morning worship service. The theme for this year 

was “The Walk, The Way and The Witness” and the supporting scripture was Ephesians 4:1-3. Pastor Pernell J. 

Johnson blessed us greatly with a moving sermon for Homecoming. Homecoming was followed by two nights of 

revival. 

Our two nights of inspirational revival services were held on Monday, July 21 and Tuesday, July 22. On Monday night 

the guest preacher was Rev. Dr. Rickey White, Pastor of Union Run Baptist Church, Keswick, VA and the A. H. 

Younger Mass Choir from Fairfield Baptist Church was the featured choir. On Tuesday night Rev. Stephen Artist was 

the guest preacher and the FBCM Youth and Young Adult Choir served for this occasion.  

Rev. Dr. Rickey White 

 

 

Rev. Stephen Artist 

 

 

Rev. and Mrs. Artist 

 

Pastor and First Lady Johnson 
 

 

August 
 

 

Women 

 

Studying 

 

God’s 

 

Word 

 

Together 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

The FBCM Women’s Ministry hosted a Women’s 

Bible Study session on Saturday, August 2, 2025 from 

11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. in the church fellowship hall. 

First Lady Lisa Johnson facilitated the bible study. The 

bible study and discussion centered on the first chapter 

of Joyce Meyer’s book “Battlefield of the Mind.”  

 

The participants had the learned that their minds are the 

central battlefield where spiritual warfare takes place. 

Three major points were emphasized during our study – 

1) Our thoughts are powerful, 2) Satan operates through 

lies, and 3) The word of God is our main weapon. The 

enlightening study and fellowship concluded with a 

light lunch. 
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Vacation Bible School 2025 – “Magnified” 
 

First Baptist Church of Midlothian held its annual Vacation Bible School August 4-8. This year’s theme was 

“Magnified: Discovering the Bigness of God in the Smallest of Things.” The evening classes and activities were 

offered nightly to youth, teens and young adults and a one-night class was held for adults.   

 

  

 

 

 

 
  

 
Vacation Bible School provided an opportunity for the congregation as well as people from the community, particularly 

young people, to spend time studying the Bible and interacting through meaningful discussions.  Time was also spent in 

music, as well as arts and crafts class.  

 

     
Ms. Audrey Ross, Church Historian, organized Vacation Bible School, and the following individuals contributed as 

teachers: Pastor Pernell Johnson, Deaconess Sonia Davenport, and Mrs. Shawnda Randall. The music class was taught 

by Mrs. Evelyn Woodward-Johnson, and the arts and crafts class was led by Deaconess Davenport.   

 

 
 

Distributing School Supplies 
 

 

 

The Youth and Young Adult Ministry organized a school supply distribution 

drive for youth from FBCM as well as in the community. The ministry and 

members of the congregation donated supplies to guarantee that youth attending 

service on August 10. In addition, supplies were also donated to a local school 

whose students could benefit from the school materials.  
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New Shoes for Back-To-School Ministry –  

Thanks for Another Successful Year! 
 

 

 

With the support of the members and ministries 

of First Baptist Church of Midlothian, the 

FBCM Shoe Ministry collected and distributed 

139 pairs of new shoes to local school children. 

On Saturday, August 16, First Baptist 

Midlothian, along with other churches and 

synagogues in the area distributed shoes from 

the Third Street Bethel A.M.E. Church in 

Richmond, VA.  

 
 

 

 

 

The FBCM Shoe Ministry has participated annually for the past 19 years in the 

“New Shoes for Back-to-School Ministry” which is sponsored by Metro 

Richmond Partnership of Churches under the direction of Rita Willis. The 

participating churches and synagogues provide new shoes to needy students at the 

beginning of each school year. The First Baptist Ministry members include, Mrs. 

Cheryl Edlow, Mrs. Kelli Poindexter, Ms. Gwen Byrd, Ms. Linda Porter Cole, 

and Ms.  Loretta Otey. Thank you to everyone who helped to make the 2025 shoe 

ministry distribution a success. 

 

 

 

 
 

September 
 

 

 

The Gospel Truth Anniversary 
 

The Gospel Truth Choir celebrated its 54th Anniversary on 

Sunday, September 21 during the morning worship 

service.  The choir is blessed to currently have 11 

members including three who were part of the original 

group formed in September 1971. The three who have 

served for 54 years are Deaconess Clarice Woolridge, Ms. 

Gloria Jean Armstead, and Mr. 

James Draper. The choir currently 

performs under the leadership of 

Mrs. Evelyn Woodward-Johnson. 

The choir members were grateful 

to see former member Rev. Charles 

Lewis Burford who was able to 

join in the worship service for the 

anniversary. 
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Thanks for Visiting with Us! 
 

 
 

Rev. Shakell Boyd worshipped at FBCM on 

Sunday, September 21. 
 

The Season of Fall 
 

We’ve entered Fall 

So come one and all 

In praising our Savior and King; 

For the colors that appear 

On the earth, so dear, 

And the joy that 

All of these bring. 
 

Teresa C. Hawes 

 

 
 

Celebrating Our Church Leaders – “Deacon, Deaconess and Trustee Day” 
 

FBCM celebrated Deacon, Deaconess and Trustee Day on Sunday, September 28 during the morning worship service. 

Rev. Dr. Milton A. Hathaway, Pastor Emeritus of New Covenant Community Church, served as guest preacher. For 

this special occasion, the theme was “Serving Christ by Serving Others” and the supporting scripture was Colossians 

3:23. Deacon Michael Wright of First Union Baptist Church in Mechanicsville, VA served as Worship Leader. 

During this service, Deacon Emeritus Charles A. Hicks, Deacon Emeritus James Green, Deaconess Emerita Dorothy 

Brown Lee, and Deaconess Emerita Evelyn Graham were honored and recognized for their tireless contributions to 

FBMC and the community. They were each presented with plagues acknowledging FBCM’s gratitude for their service. 
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Honors and Recognition 
 

 

 

On Thursday, July 17, Audrey Ross, church historian, 

presented a session at the Lifelong Learning Center 

entitled “First Baptist Church of Midlothian and the 

African American Community.” She presented a brief 

history of the church and information on the history, 

contributions and accomplishments of some African 

Americans in the Village of Midlothian. 

 

 

 

 

In the July 17-19 issue of the Richmond Free Press, 

Anissa Turner-Randolph was recognized as the 

Personality of the Week. Ms. Turner-Randolph is 

currently the board chair of the BLK RVA Advisory 

Committee. She is the granddaughter of Deacon Willie 

Ransom and Deaconess Mary Sue Ransom. 

Congratulations Ms. Turner-Randolph. 

 

 

 

 

The Petersburg Bureau of Police named Officer Jazmine 

Allen as the Officer of the month for the month of August. 

Officer Allen was recognized for her hard work and 

dedication working with youth during the Peterburg 

Police Athletic League Summer Camp. Congratulations 

Officer Allen! 

 

 

 

 

Historical Display - Geneva Burford Ross's uniform 

jacket has been added to the new women veterans display 

at the Virginia War Memorial. This display captures the 

unique artifacts of a FBCM woman in history. It is located 

on the lower level of the Paul and Phyllis Galanti 

Education Center at the Memorial. The Virginia War 

Memorial is located at 621 Belvidere St., Richmond, VA 

23220 and is open Monday through Saturday 9 AM to 4 

PM and 12 PM to 4 PM on Sunday. Please make an effort 

to visit. 
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ANNOUNCEMENT 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Word Search – The Golden Rule 
 

 

All the words listed below are in the puzzle - 

left, right, up, down, or diagonally. 

 

Blessings 

Coat 

Commandment 

Community 

Curses 

Disciples 

Do Good 

Father 

Followers 

Forgive 

Friendship 

Golden Rule 

Jesus 

Kindness 

Luke 

Mark 

Mercy 

Money 

Most High God 

 

Needy 

New Command 

Numbers 

Others 

People 

Perfect 

Persecute 

Plank 

Poor 

Praise 

Pray 

Receive 

Reward 

Shirt 

Sinners 

Sons of God 

Speck 

Thankful 

Virtue 

 

 

 

 
 

CAUTION – Paving Work is Coming! 
 

The paving of the church parking lot is coming soon! While this work 

is being done, please park in the Lifelong Learning Institute parking 

lots conveniently located across the street. Once this work begins, 

parking on the church grounds may be prohibited for several weeks. 

Thanks for adhering to important signage and caution materials. 
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It’s Time to Head to the Polls 

 

 
 

 

“There's no such thing as a vote that doesn't matter.” 

― Barack Obama  

“Every election is determined by the people who show up.” 

― Larry J. Sabato , Pendulum Swing 
 

Important Voter Registration Dates 
 

November 4, 2025 Election – General and Special Election 

Governor, Lieutenant Governor, Attorney General, Virginia House of Delegates, Local Officers 
 

1. Deadline to register to vote, or update an existing registration: October 24, 2025 (Voters may register after this 

date, through Election Day, and vote using a provisional ballot). 

 

2. Deadline to apply for a ballot to be mailed to you: October 24, 2025. Your request must be received by your local 

voter registration office (https://vote.elections.virginia.gov/VoterInformation/PublicContactLookup) by 5:00 p.m. 

 

3. See who is on your ballot by viewing the candidate lists (https://www.elections.virginia.gov/casting-a-

ballot/candidate-list/). 

 

4. Register to vote or apply for an absentee ballot online using the Citizen Portal 

(https://www.elections.virginia.gov/citizen-portal/). 

 

Early Voting and Satellite Voting 
 

In-person early voting at Central Library 

In-person early voting, including a drop box for absentee voting by mail, will be available  

• Monday-Friday, Sept. 19 - Oct. 31 --- 9 a.m.-5 p.m.  

• Saturdays, Oct. 25 and Nov. 1 --- 9 a.m.-5 p.m.  

 

Satellite Locations for in-person early voting, including a drop box for people voting by mail, will be available  

 

• Monday-Friday, from Monday, Oct. 20 through Friday, Oct. 31 --- 10 a.m.-6 p.m. 

• Saturdays, Oct. 25 and Nov. 1 --- 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 

 

Locations: 

 

Clover Hill Library Ettrick-Matoaca Library LaPrade Library* 

Meadowdale Library 

 

North Courthouse Road 

Library 

 

*Access and parking for 

satellite voting is not 

impacted by the renovations 

at LaPrade Library. 

 

All regular polling places on Election Day, November 4, from 6:00 a.m. – 7:00 p.m. 
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Bible Riddles 
https://www.rd.com/article/bible-riddles/ 

 

1. I stood tall and mighty, a city’s great pride, but round me they marched, with trumpets they cried. At the 

sound of a shout, I crumbled away—no hand, no hammer, brought my decay. What am I? 

 

2. I look like a T, I can look like an X, I hang from chains, around people’s necks. Once a symbol of pain, 

of death, of loss, now I bring hope — what am I? 

 

3. I slither in silence, without any legs, my tongue splits in two, like a fork it begs. I tempted and tricked in 

a garden fair, cunning and sly, I was lurking there. What am I? 
 

4. I arc through the sky with colors bright, a bow of promise after night. First seen when the flood was 

through, a sign of God’s covenant true. What am I? 
 

5. I started as five and two in hand, yet fed a crowd across the land. With baskets full left over still, a 

miracle done by the Master’s will. What am I? 
 

6. A humble scene for all to see, with shepherds, kings and family. A manger holds a child so small, the 

Savior and Redeemer of all. What am I? 
 

7. It was a gift to the one but poison to the others. It was a favored sign but also a hated symbol. Some say 

that it was not short. While others talk of two that were far too long. It was stolen and then torn, and 

became something to mourn. What is it? 
 

8. I fled from a mission, I chose not to stay. I boarded a ship to sail far away. Tossed in the sea, swallowed 

whole in despair, three days inside, I cried out in prayer. Who am I? 
 

9. It had so many locks that don’t need a key. It was far too many for you to count. It was never to be 

shortened, for a vow had been said. It was a symbol of strength that flowed from the head. But in a 

moment of weakness, its secret was out, it lays all in pieces when she gave the shout. What is it? 
 

10. I was thrown into a den where lions prowled. Yet their jaws stayed shut, their hunger growled. Through 

prayer and faith, I stood unharmed, God’s mighty hand kept me safe and charmed. Who am I?  
 

11. I am something you might read when you’re sitting in a pew. I contain two testaments: one that’s old 

and one that’s new. What am I? 
 

12. I was a shepherd who carried a sling, but also a psalmist who worshiped the King. I fought many battles, 

my kingdom grew strong, yet my greatest weapon was worship and song. Who am I? 
 

13. I’ve parted and stopped by the power of God, a boundary to cross, where His people trod. An ark once 

touched me, the waters gave way, I’ve marked new journeys to this very day. What am I?  

 

 

 
 

 

Living in Peace – 7 Key Steps 
Karin Sieger 

1. Get to know yourself. 

2. Accept who you are and believe in yourself. 

3. Feel empowered and take your place in the world. 

4. Face up to difficult realities about yourself and your 

life. 

5. Embrace positive coping mechanisms. 

6. Nurture your attitude of living in peace. 

7. A personal crisis can help you reinforce your 

commitment to living in peace. 

 
 

 


